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Program notes: 

Orientalism derives its name from the eponymous book by the Palestinian-American 
intellectual Edward Said. My interest in orientalism started with the constant disparity I felt between 
my experience of being an Arab, and the representations of Arabs which I saw in art, media, and what 
even claimed to be scientific literature. Those representations of “the Orient” had very little to do 
with what I know about my own background, my lived experiences, and everything that I have read 
in Arabic. This piece is a result of my reflections, it is a commentary as well as an artistic response to 
that phenomenon. 

Another interest of mine has been the passage of time, especially the passage of musical time, 
as opposed to chronometric time. In my quartet, the measurement of time is passed from player to 
player, so as to create a flowing evolution of the sense and function of time. As each player takes 
control of measuring time for the whole ensemble, a natural shift in the perception of time will occur 
for interpreters and audience alike. The passage of time thus interacts with perspective and with 
focus. Every player will get the chance to manifest their experience of time, resulting in four different 
perspectives on the flow of time. These different time-layers ultimately create a counterpoint of 
tempi between players. Essentially, my quartet intersects my interests in Orientalism and the passage 
of time – both of which are part and parcel of phenomenology, of conscious experience. 

Unlike a traditional string quartet, which seeks to blend the individual player with the quartet, 
my piece seeks to identify the individual in opposition to the ensemble. Just as time flows smoothly 
from player to player, so too do sounds bleed into each other like different colors, or different 
perspectives continually intruding into one another – whilst alternating with solo passages. This 
draws a parallel with the disconnection between the individual and the system, between my individual 
sense of self as an Arab in America, or a Christian from a Muslim-majority country (both of which 
Edward Said himself experienced), and the system and politicized representation of the Middle-East 
and of its peoples (often viewed as only one people). 

Orientalism received first prize at the Foundation for Modern Music’s 2021 Robert Avalon 
International Competition for Composers, first prize at the Suzanne Culley Senior Composition 
Competition, third prize in the SOCAN Foundation’s 2021 Young Composers Awards, Chamber 
Music Category, and honorable mention in the 2021 ASCAP Foundation’s Morton Gould  Young 
Composer Awards. 
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Performance notes: 

Throughout the piece, whenever the drone is passed around between players, the movement of the 
drone from one player to the next should be seamless. 

The players are numbered from one to four. 
 
For several sections the piece: 

• The big circled number at the barline indicates which player is supposed to cue the 
downbeat of said bar. 

• Occasional small numbers within the measure occur. These help the interpreters keep track 
of the gestures that take place in that measure so that the ensemble knows not to move on 
to the next measure until all gestures have been played. 

• The interpreter is free to extend or compress the notated rhythms before cueing others on 
the next downbeat. The composer hopes that each player will manifest their own approach 
to time so as to create a flowing evolution of the sense and function of time. As each player 
takes control of measuring time for the whole ensemble, a natural shift in the perception of 
time will occur. In these sections, time signatures apply only to the current bar. Measures 
which have no time signature are to be handled by the other players. 

 
Grace notes are to be played as fast as possible and are always on the beat unless indicated 
otherwise. 
 
Slashes that cross beams indicate that the notes are to be played as fast as possible or at least very 
fast. 
 
From measures 58 through 64, the interpreters may ornament or improvise on the music in the 
boxes. 
 
Harmonics with a circle above/below the notehead sound at pitch. 
 
Indications of time in seconds are approximate. 
 

 indicates that what is within the bracket should last 5 seconds 
 

half-flat 
 
  half-sharp 
 
                    indicates that a musical event or rest is supposed to last the approximate duration 

B 

(w) 

µ 

 
 

5"
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   senza misura, cancels time signature 
 
gradual increase in speed. The absolute note values do not necessarily need to be 
strictly observed. 
 
 

 
gradual increase in speed. The absolute note values do not necessarily need to be 
strictly observed. 
 
 

 
crescendo from niente 

 
decrescendo to niente 

 
Hairpins with no indication of dynamics are meant to be very light, “expressive” crescendos or 
decrescendos.     

     
I, II, very high continuous, random note tapping as fast as possible with the fingers. 
The pitches should be indiscernible, only a complex of sounds should be heard. 
 
 

Tap  Finger random notes left hand, tap string(s) with right hand. This should be done 
on strings IV and III. 

 
Horizontal arrows indicate a gradual shift from one playing technique to another. 
 
A thick line indicates that the musical event (or held note) is to continue until the end of the line. 
 
All players are required to sing. Players may sing in any comfortable octave. 
 
The “sh” vocalizations at the end of the piece should be irregular in their durations and entries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information about the composer, please visit https://www.samiseif.com/ 
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°

¢

°

¢

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

f pp ff

40

pp f ff

ff

f pp ff

ff pp f ff sub.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

fff

44

fff

fff

fff

4

4

2

4

2

8

2

4

4

4

2

4

2

8

2

4

4

4

2

4

2

8

2

4

4

4

2

4

2

8

2

4

2

4

2

4

2

4

2

4

&

ff

pizz.

arco

b

>
≥

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

≥ ≤ ≥ ≤

n

≥ ≤

&

b

≤

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

^

≥

b

≥ ≤ ≥ ≤
≥ ≤

B

b

>
≥
Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

»

pizz.
arco

≥ ≤ ≥ ≤
≥ ≤

?

^

≥

b

≤

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

≥ ≤ ≥ ≤
≥ ≤

&

sim.

molto pont.

wavy gliss.

&

sim.

molto pont.

wavy gliss.

B

sim.

molto pont.

wavy gliss.

?

sim.

molto pont.

wavy gliss.

œ

Œ Ó

˙̇ ˙̇ ˙œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ# œ œ

œb

œ

œ œb
œb œ

œ œ
œb œ

˙̇ ˙̇

œ

œ

R

≈ ‰ Œ Ó

˙
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ

œ œb
œ œ œœ œb

œ œn œ# œ œ œ

˙̇ ˙̇ œ Œ Ó
˙œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ

œ
œ

œb
œ
œ œ

œ œb
œ œ

œ œb
œb œ

œ

œ

R
≈ ‰ Œ Ó

˙ ˙

˙œ œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œb œn œ œ œ œ

œ œb
œb œn œ œ œb œ

˙
œ œb

œ œb œ œ
œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
œ œ ˙

œ œb œ œn œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œn œb

˙

˙

˙
œ œb œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œn ˙

œ œb
œ œb œ œ

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ# œn

˙

˙

˙

œ œb œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ

˙

œ œb œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ

˙

˙

˙

œ œb
œb œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

˙

œ œb
œb œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

˙

˙

Orientalism - Full Score
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°

¢

°

¢

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

ff

Rit.

47

ff

ff

ff

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

ff legatissimo

A Tempo

50

ff ff legatissimo

ff

ff

5

4

4

4

5

4

4

4

5

4

4

4

5

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

&

ord.

pizz.

>

arco

>

&

ord.

ord.

>

>

B

ord.

pizz.

>

arco

>

>

?

ord.

ord.

>

#

>

&

>

bow ad. lib.

>

X

&

pizz.

arco

bow ad. lib.

X

B

pizz.

>

&

ff legatissimo

arco

bow ad. lib.

X

?

pizz.

>

X

˙
œ œb œ œb œ œ œ œ

˙
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ#
œ œ

œ œ#
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ œ#

œ

œ

™
™ œ œb

œb ˙

˙
œ œb œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ ˙
œ œ œ

œ
œ œ

œ œ#
œ œb œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ#

œ ™
œ

j

œb ˙

˙

œ œb œ œb œ œ œ œ
˙

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ

œ œb œ
œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ œ

œn œ#

œ

œ

™
™ œ ™ ˙

Œ ‰ œ

j

˙

œ œb œ
œ
œ œ œ

œ

˙

œ œ œ
œ
œ œ

œ œ# œ œb œ
œn
œ œ œ

œ
˙ ™

˙

œ œ œ
œ
œ œ

œ œ
˙

˙

˙

æææ
˙

ææ
æ
˙

œ œ
œ# œ œn

œ# œ# œn
œ# œ# œn œn œ œb œb

œ œn œb

œ# œ#
œ# œ# œn œn

˙

æææ
˙

œ

œ

œ

œ

b

b

j
œ œn

œ# œn œn
œ# œ# œn

œ# œ# œn œn œ œb œb
œn œn œb

˙

˙

æææ
˙

ææ
æ
˙

œ

œ

œ

b

R

œ œb
œ œn œb

œ# œ œn
œ# œ# œn œn

˙

˙

ææ
æ

˙

˙ œ
œ
œ
b
b

J

Orientalism - Full Score
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°

¢

°

¢

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

mp

p

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

ffpp

52

ffpp

pp ffpp

ffpp

&

&

&
B

?

&

molto pont. ord.

&

molto pont. ord.

B

molto pont.

&

ord.

B

?

molto pont.

arco

&

ord.

?

œ# œ# œn œn œ# œ# œ# œn œn
œ# œn œn

œ# œn œn
œ# œn œn œn œb

œ# œn œn
œ# œ# œn

œ# œ# œn œn

œ œb œb
œn œb œb

œ œn œb
œ# œn œn

œn œb
œn œn œb

œ# œn œn
œ# œ# œn œn

œb œn œ
œb œn œ œ œb œn œ œ

œn œn œ œ œ œb œn œ
œb œ œ œ œb œ œ œ

œn œn œ œ œ œb œn œ
œb œn œ œ œb

œb œn œ
œn œ# œ œ œn œb œb œ

œ œb œ œ œ œb œn œ
œn œ# œ œ œ œ# œ œ œn œb œb œ œ œb œ œ

œ œ# œ œ œn

œn

œ# œn œ œn œb œb œ œ œb œb œ
œn œn œ œ œ

œ# œ œ
œ# œ# œ œ œ œn œ# œ

œ œ œ œ œn

œb œb œ
œ œb œ œ œ œ œ# œ

œ œ# œ œ œn

œb œb œ
œ œb œ œ œ œb œb œ

œ œ# œ œ œn

Orientalism - Full Score
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°

¢

°

¢

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

ff f pp ff

(q=60)

ff pp ff pp f

ff pp f f pp

ff

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

p molto espressivo

(q=48)

56

pp

pp

pp

p molto espressivo

pp

+

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

&

^

≥

§

≥

>

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

&

§

≥

>

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
^

≥

b

≤

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

B

§

≤

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

»

pizz.
arco

b

>
≥

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

?
^
≥

pp

§

≤

f

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ff

^

≥

&

arco

solo

>
-

3

>

con sord.

U3

X

3

&

con sord.

U

....

3-4"

u

X

B

very slowly color sound (pont↔tasto)

con sord.

U

(q=48)

solo

senza sord. -

X

?

con sord.

U

u

5"

insert LH pizz. on G string every 3-4", can pluck octave harmonic as well on the G string

keep holding drone throughout

u

3-4"

X

œ œb œ
œn œ œ œ œ

œ

œ#

#

j

‰ Œ Ó

˙# ˙ œ

Œ Ó

œb œb œ
œn œb œ œ œ

˙# œ ˙
œ

œ#

#

j

‰ Œ Ó

˙ œb ˙

œ# œ œ
œ# œ# œ œ œ

˙# œ ˙ œ# Œ Ó ˙ œb ˙

œb œb œ
œn œb œ œ œ

œ#

j
‰ Œ Ó

˙# ˙ œ

œ

J
‰ Œ Ó


œ
œ

œb
œB œ

r

œ œ

j

œ

œ

j

œ



œ
œ
œ
œ œœ

j

œ



œ
œb
œ
œ œœ ™

j

œ œ

w

w œ Œ

w

œ

œ
œb
œ

œb œB



œ
œ
œ

œ

œ ™ œ ™

J
œ

Œ

w

Œ œ Œ

insert ricochet ad lib. but sparsely, every 3-4" while maintaining drone.

Orientalism - Full Score
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°

¢

°

¢

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

pp background echo

*

57

f

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

58

pp background echo

*

&

(q=30)

>
-

3

>

3

&

B

>

-

3

>

3

?

&

3

&

(q=40)

>
-

3

>

3

B

-

3

>

5:4

3

3

?

*poco cresc. e decresc. ad lib. Creep ever so slightly in and out of the background throughout the soli.

œ

r

œ œB

j

œ

œ

j

œb



œ
œ
œ
œ œœ

j

œ



œ
œb
œ
œ œœ ™

j

œ ™


œ
œ
œb
œB œ

r

œ œ

j

œ

œ

j

œ



œ
œ
œ
œ œœ

j

œ



œ
œb
œ
œ œœ ™

J

œ ™
œ 

œ

œ
œb
œ

œ

r

œ

œ

r

œ œB

j

œ

œ

j

œb



œ
œ
œ
œ œœ

j

œ



œ
œb
œ
œ œœ ™

j

œ ™



œ
œ
œ

œB

œ ™ œ ™

J
œ

˙ Æ
œB

œ
œ

œ
œb

œ œ ™

J

˙B

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

J


œ

œ
œ

œ œn ™ œ



œb
œn
œ

œb

œ

J

œ

œ
œ

œn
œn

œb

R


œ

j

œ œ œ ™

J

œ

J

continue ricochets every 5" or so on whatever note from the box you happen to be on.

Orientalism - Full Score
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°

¢

°

¢

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

p molto espressivo

g

l

i

s

s

.

59

o

pp background echo

pp background echo

*

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

pp background echo

60

p molto espressivo

&

(q=48)

solo

senza sord.

5:
4

>

>

- - -
>

-

3

3

>
U

3

3

3

&

B B

very slowly color sound (pont↔tasto)

(q=30)

>

-

3

>

3

?

(q=58)

>

-

3

>
Keep LH pizz. but every 7-8" or so

3

&

con sord, very slowly color sound (pont↔tasto)

(q=40)

> -

3

>

3

1

&

(q=48)

solo

senza sord.

3

3

B

?

*poco cresc. e decresc. ad lib. creep ever so slightly in and out of the background throughout the soli.

start playing occasional trem. notes from box.

œb



œb

œ

œb
œ

œb
œ œ#

œ ™ 
œn

j

œ

j

œ œ œ œ

R
Ô



œ
œ
œ œœ œb


œ

j

œ

J

œ 
œb

jœ
œn œ

J Æ

œn
œ
œ
œ ™

J

œ#

J


œn
œ
œ#

œ

J

œ

œ# ™

˙b

œn

r

œ œB

j

œ

œ

j

œb



œ
œ
œ
œ œœ

j

œ



œ
œb
œ
œ œœ ™

J

œ ™

œ

R

œ œB

J

œ 
œ

j œb



œ#
œ
œ
œ œœ

J

œ
Æ

œ
œb
œ
œ œœ ™

J

œ ™

œn

r

œ œB

j

œ

œ

j

œb



œ
œ
œ
œ œœ

j

œ



œ
œb
œ
œ œœ ™

j

œ ™


œ
œ

œb
œB œ

r

œ œ

j

œ œ

r

œ

œ œb

œb œb œB œ
œB œb ™™ œ œB œb œb ™


œ

j

œb

œb
œ œ#

œ œ ™

J

œn œ œb
œ# œn œn œ# œn

˙b
e

q.

q

Orientalism - Full Score
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°

¢

°

¢

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

61

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

ppp

62

&

start playing occasional trem. notes from box.

2

&

-
> -

3 33

B

start playing occasional trem. notes from box.

?

&

Tap random notes from the previous gesture as fast as possible,

via sord.

2

&

>

3

3

B

?



œb
œn

œ œb

œn
œ

œb œ œ œn


œ

œb
œ

œn
œ ™

J

œ

J

œ ˙#



œn

œb
œn

œ



œ

œ
œ

œb ™™ œ œn



œ
œ

œn
œb
œ

œn

œn œb ™



œ

œ œb

œœ œ ™ œb


œn

j

œ

R
Ô

œb
Æ
œ

œB
œn

J

œ

œ

j

œ œB œ œ



œ

œ
œn

œ
œœ œ


œ
œ#
œ#
œ

ææ
æ
œ ™

ææ
æ
œ

˙n

Orientalism - Full Score
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°

¢

°

¢

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

63

pp

ppp

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

ff

Prestissimo

64

sffz

sffz

sffz

&

&
>

-

3

>

>

(no strong accents)

3

U

pont.

3

3

B

Tap random notes of the previous gesture as fast as possible

via sord.

?

via sord

&

senza sord.

 on the string

>

&

senza sord.

^

≥

B

(ord.) senza sord.

^

≥

?

(ord.) senza sord.

^

≥


œn

œb
œn
œB œ

R

œ œb

J

œ 
œ

j

œ



œn
œ
œ
œ œ

œ

J

œb



œ
œb
œ
œ œ

œ ™

J

œ 
œB
jœ

J
œ

œb

J



œn
œ

œb
œb
œ

œ

R

œ œb ™ œn

ææ
æ
œ

ææ
æ
œb

ææ
æ
œn

ææ
æ
œ œ œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ œ œ œ
œb

œ

œ œb œ œ
œ œ œ

œb
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œb
œ œ

œb

œ

œ

œ
œ
n

n

n

r

œ

œ

œ
œ

R

œ

œ

œ

R

3-5"

Orientalism - Full Score
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°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

65

ff

sffz

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

66

ff

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

67

ff

&

^

≥

&

senza sord, on the string

>

B

≥

?

^

≥

&

&

B

arco, on the string

?

&

&

B

?

on the string

>
>

œ

œ

œ
œ

r

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ œ œ œ
œb

œ

œ œb œ œ
œ œ œ

œb
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œb
œ œ

œb

œ

œ

œ
œ

R

œ
œ

œ

œ

R

œ
œ

œ

b

b

b

R

œ

œ

œ

b

b

b

r

œb
œ

œ œb
œ

œb
œ

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ

œb
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ
œb

œ
œ

œ

œb

b
b

b

r

œ
œ

œ

œ

R

œ

œ

œ

r

œ
œ

œ

œ
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Players individually cue their own gestures.

Start very sparsely, greatly accelerate rate of entrances ad. lib e cresc poco a poco
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Œ

‰

col legno battuto
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pont. ord.

‚col legno battuto

ord.

ricochet ad lib. every 5-6"

>

B

· very slowly color drone sempre (pont↔tasto)

?
≥

>

‚
pont. ord.

pizz. on drone, or on note octave below, or

C harmonic on C string, ad lib. every 5-6"
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Complexe sonore (e=120)
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Overlap hairpins
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Sparsely cycle between all gestures ad lib in any order. Do not synchronize.

Pause between gestures. Gestures may be repeated.

a) quickly tap any

pitches in any order

con sord.

U

b) ricochet on

any high note

....

U

c) hold any note

U

d) sim.

U

X

4

&

a) quickly tap any

pitches in any order

con sord.

U

b) ricochet on

any high note

....
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c) hold any note
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d) sim.

U
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B

a) quickly tap any

pitches in any order

con sord.
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b) ricochet on

any high note
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U

X
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f) sim.
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keep cycling between gestrues ad lib.
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(q=60)

intigrate g) and keep including previous gestures.
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Slightly Faster (q=76)
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con sord.
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con sord.
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molto vib.
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ff ff f f cresc. poco a poco

A Tempo

(q. =150 │q=100)

(4+4+1)
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